
F. Dell Singing in Tashlhiyt Berber C5NY 19-1-200=! "!

Singing in Tashlhiyt Berber, a language that allows vowel-less syllables 

François Dell, EHESS-CNRS, Paris 
#$%&'('%)'!$%!*+'!,-../0.'1!#234!5+$%$.$6-!7$(891!:/%8/(-!";*+<"=*+1!>??@!

!

(1)!! ABC!DE3F2EGAE#!HI:C#AJ!&$8(!,*/%K/,J!
! /! L8!0$M,!N$.M!.O-!/!P',!Q!M!$.'**!'!,1!P'!.O/80RSM%'!'*!P'!.OR6./%*M'(T! stanzas 

a, b and c 
each contain 

! ! In the pretty woods there are violets, hawthorn and eglantine. 

! 0! :O'%!)8'M..M,!*/%*1!NO'%!/Q/M,!S.'M%!9/!+$**!'!T!5$8(!.',!S$(*'(!NO/M!PU!.',!.M'(T!
! ! I gathered lots of them, so that my basket was full. To carry them I had to tie them up. 20 syllables 

!

!ABC!AVH!HI:C#AG!#HWIE3CX!!!

! )! C%!('Q'%/%*!NO/M!('%)$%*(R!8%!S(M%)!'!T!LQ')!9',!&.'8(,!N'!.O/M!,/.8RT!
! ! On my way back I met a prince. With my flowers I greeted him. 

! /O! L8!0$M,!N$.M!.O-!/!P',!QM$.'**',1!P'!.O/80RSM%'!'*!P',!($,!'!,T!!!!YconstructZ! !!19 syllables!

(2) ABC!W2GE#LD!HI:C#AJ!/!9'.$P-!Y/!,'[8'%)'!$&!>?!SM*)+!'Q'%*,!$&!\%$*',OZ! !
!

"
!
(3)! !

!
 
!
!
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!!!!!!P',!!!!($!!!!!!!!]!!!!!!!!!!!,',! Stanza a’ meets condition (5). 

!

!Y4)! !!!!"!!!!#!!!!$!!!!%!!!!&!!!!'!!!!(!!!!)!!!!*!!!!"+!!!""!!!"#!!!"$!!"%!!"&!!"'!
!
#! !!!!,!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!,!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!,!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!,!
"! !!!!,!!!!!!!!!,!!!!!!!!!,!!!!!!!!!,!!!!!!!!!,!!!!!!!!!,!!!!!!!!!,!!!!!!!,!
+! !!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!!,!!!,!!!,!!!,!
! !!!!-!!!!!!!!!-!!!!-!!!!-!!!!!!!!!-!!!!-!!!!-!!!!!!!!!-!!!!!!!!!-!
.! !!!!/!!!!!!!!!/!!!!0!!!!/!!!!!!!!!12!!!3!!!!4!!!!!!!!!/!!!!!!!!!5!
! !!!!"!!!!!!!!!"!!!!"!!!!"!!!!!!!!!"!!!!"!!!!"!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!!"!
6! !!!!78!!!!!!!!9:6;!2<!!!=>?8!!!!!!8@!!!78!!!9:<!!!!!!!A96?!!!!!!@>8B!

6:! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!78C!!BD!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!C8C!

2! !!!!=D;B!!!!!!98C!!=DB!!@8B!!!!!!!E:6>!7F!!!98C!!!!!!!9>!!!!!!!!8B!
G! !!!!6!!!!!!!!!H8G!!I8C!!J98;BC!!!!E8!!!9:6>!!C6!!!!!!!9;!!!!!!!!<!

/O!
Pitch C, which does 
not have an asso-
ciated syllable (see 
the dash), is real-
ized on the final por-
tion of the preceding 
syllable ( ^ ($ ^) . 

! 9'*(M)/.!
! 6(MP!
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(5)! ILGE#!5_E3#E5DC!Y23XC_D4E3F!DC`CDZJ!CQ'(-!,-../0.'!M,!.M%a'P!*$!/!%$*'!$&!M*,!$b%!Y08*!%$*!'Q'(-!
%$*'!%''P,!*$!0'!.M%a'P!*$!/!,-../0.'1!,''!Yc/O<d/OZZT!

!
(6) ABC!5BH3CWCG!H7!AI!
 ! *! *!! ! ! a! ab! [! [b! ! !
! 0! P! P!! ! ! 6! 6b! ! ! ! !

! &! ,! ,!! "! "!! ! !
'e)'S*!&$(!f/1!M1!8f1!
'Q'(-!S+$%'9'!M%!
*+'!*/0.'!+/,!/!6'9<
M%/*'!)$8%*'(S/(*!
%$*!.M,*'P!*+'('T!

#! #b! $! !
! ! ! ! %! %!! ! ! &! &b! '! (!

! 9! %! %!! ) ) ! ! ) ) ) )
! b! .! .!! (! (!! -! ! ! ! ! !

! 8! ! ! ! ! M! ! ! ! /! !
!
(7)!ABC!#C3A_LD!AC3CAG!H7!G4DDLIE7E#LAEH3!E3!AI!`C_GC!YL!/%P!I!/('!M%QM$./0.'g!*+'-!*/a'!

S(')'P'%)'!$Q'(!#!b+'%!*+'-!)$%&.M)*!bM*+!M*ZJ!

! L! G-../0.',!98,*!,/*M,&-!*+'!,-../0.'!*'9S./*'!Y,''!0$e!M%!Y@ZZJ!Ce)'S*!&$(!f/f!b+M)+!)/%!$%.-!0'!
/!%8).'8,1!/%-!,M9S.'e!,'69'%*!)/%!0'!/%!$%,'*1!/!%8).'8,!$(!/!)$P/T!H%.-!6'9M%/*',!)/%!/)*!
/,!)$9S.'e!)$P/,T!

!! I! Ce)'S*!/*!*+'!0'6M%%M%6!$&!.M%',1!,-../0.',!98,*!+/Q'!/%!$%,'*!Y%$!+M/*8,!/..$b'PZT!

!! #! G$%$(M*-!S'/a,!/('!,-../0.'!%8).'MT!
!

(8)! */ . . .8 .%* ! frame drum! M .e, .,/* * ! she needs! G4DDLIDC!ACW5DLAC!
!
!
! !! # !!!!!! # !!!! # ! ! # ! ! # !!!! # !!!!!!! !!!!#!!!!!!!!!
!! !KL!!!!!!KL!!!!KL!! !!!!KL!!!!KL!!!!!!! !!!K!L!!!!!!!!
!! M!!N!!!!M!!N!!M!!N! N!!M!!N!!M!!N!!!!!! !OMP!!N!!!!!!!
!! !!!!L!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!L!!!!! !!!!!K!L!!!!!!
!! !!!Q!/!!!!!Q!!!!!Q! Q!!!!!Q!!!!!Q!/!!!! !!!!!Q!O/P!!!!
!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!L!!! !!!!!!!!!L!!!!
!! $!!$!$!!$!!$!!$!!$! $!!$!!$!!$!!$!$!$!! !!$!!$!!$O$P!
!! -!!-!!LK!!!-!!-!!-! -!!-!!!LK!!!-!-K!!! !!!!!!!!-K!
!! @!!6!! 9 !!!;!!?!!@! >!!,!!! C !!!6!@!!!!!
!
(9)! M[[/%P!!/aa!!/,M&1!!%,0(!!M,,/'*%a!!%KK(M*%*hMi!
! M[!![/%!!P/a!!a/!!,M!!&%!!,0!!(M,!!,/'!!*%!!a%KK!!(M!!*%!!j*hM!
  I must take you (as you are), accept this episode with you and live through it. 
!
(10)
!
!

!

!
/!
!!0!
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(11)! V+'%!*b$!.M%',!&$..$b!*+'!,/9'!9'*'(1!*+'-!+/Q'!*+'!,/9'!%890'(!$&!,-../0.',1!bM*+!
! +'/Q-!YBZ!/%P!.M6+*!YDZ!,-../0.',!/((/%6'P!M%!*+'!,/9'!$(P'(!Y:$8/P!"=@cZT!
!
!!
(12) "! >! c! d! k! l! ;! @! =! "? ""! ">! "c !
! D! B! D! D! D! D! D! D! B! D! B! D! D! !!hMi!

"/! /! P/&! ,8! .8! (M! (M! %/! (/! &M** 98 %/P! b/! -/ PhMi!

>/! +/<! %8(! P/!,6! 6/! ,8! ./! ,M! %/P ./< !.e) 0/! (%! a!R!
c/! %! m(a! PM! b%! 9/! P8! (/<! *8! %/( aM! &%66! K/! a/ .hMi!
d/! /<! ./+! */! 9P! P%! 9/!-K! P(! %/& PM! 9.PP! b/< %/ &hMi!

"0! /! P/&! ,8! .8! (M! (M! %/! (/! &M** 98 %/P"! b/! -/ PhMi!

>0! +/<! %8(! P/!,"6! 6/! ,8! ./! ,M! %/P ./< !."e") 0/! (%" a!R!
c0! %"! m("a!PM! b%"!9/! P8! (/<! *8! %/( aM! &%"66"! K/! a/ .hMi!
d0! /<! ./+! */! 9"P!P%"!9/!-"K P(" %/& PM! &hMi!9."PP"! b/< %/
!
(13)! AI!,)+b/!P$',!%$*!S./-!/%-!($.'!M%!*+'!S+$%$.$6-!Y'T6T!M%!,-../0.'!,*(8)*8('Z!%$(!M%!Q'(,M&M)/*M$%!Y$%!

\M%*(8,MQ'!Q$b'.,O1!QT!B/..!>??lZT!E%!*'e*<*$<*8%'!/.M6%9'%*1!+$b'Q'(1!,)+b/!/)*,!/,!/!)/((M'(!&$(!SM*)+1!
.Ma'!bona fide!Q$b'.,T!

(14)! G#BVL!5DL#CWC3A!E3!GH3FGJ! 3$*!/..!,-../0.',!b+$,'!%8).'8,!M,!/!)$%,$%/%*!)$%*/M%!/!,)+b/T!V+'%!
,)+b/!$))8(,1!M*!S(')'P',!*+'!%8).'8,!M&!*+'!%8).'8,!0'.$%6,!*$!/!6'9M%/*'!Y6'9M%/*'!M%,'S/(/0M.M*-ZT!
H*+'(bM,'1!

! /T! E&!*+'!%8).'8,!M,!/!,$%$(/%*1!,)+b/!M99'PM/*'.-!follows!M*!YM%!9$,*!M%,*/%)',ZT!
! 0T! E&!*+'!%8).'8,!M,!/%!$0,*(8'%*1!,)+b/!M99'PM/*'.-!precedes!M*!YQM(*8/..-!'e)'S*M$%.',,ZT!
!

(15)! 5EA#B!H3!G4DDLIDCG!VEAB!#H3GH3L3ALD!32#DCET! (Syllables with two pitch spans are not!
! included, e.g. syllables 11 in (10) and (12).) 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!! %&&&&&&&&&&'&&&&&&&&&&(!!
!!!!+!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!S!!!!!!! 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!A!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! %&&&&'&&&&&&&(!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!+!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!B!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!%&&&&&'&&&&&&&(!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!+!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!-       !
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!C               D           

*+'!,-../0M)!
S/(,',!$&!
&$8(!.M%',!
!
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<!
!
*+'!,/9'!.M%',!
/,!+'/(P!M%!
*+'!(')$(PM%6!

SM*)+!$%!
S(')'PM%6!
,-../0.'!

SM*)+!%$*
('/.MK'P!

SM*)+!$%!
,)+b/!

SM*)+!$%!
%8).'8,!

,$%$(/%*!%8).'8,n

,-../0.'!,+M&*'P!*$!
*+'!(M6+*n!

yes 

yes 

  no 

  no 

  no 

,)+b/!S(','%*n!

yes 

!
!
!
!
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(16)!AVH!DC`CDG!H7!_C5_CGC3ALAEH3!7H_!ACoA<AH<A23C!LDEF3WC3AJ!
!! 23XC_D4E3FJ! #$((',S$%P'%)'!0'*b''%!,*(8)*8(/.!8%M*,!Y0'*b''%!%$*',!/%P!,-../0.',ZT!
!! G2_7L#CJ! #$((',S$%P'%)'!0'*b''%!S$M%*,!M%!*+'!9'.$P-!/%P!S$M%*,!M%!*+'!&.$b!$&!,S'')+!

Y0'*b''%!*+'!/**/)a,!$&!%$*',!/%P!*+'!0'6M%%M%6,!$&!\SM*)+!,S/%,OZT!

(17)!7_C3#B!`GT!AI!YG2_7L#C!DC`CDZJ! V+M.'!M%!7('%)+!,M%6M%6!'Q'(-!,-../0.'!S($N')*,!'e/)*.-!$%'!SM*)+!
,S/%1!AI!,M%6M%6!/.,$!/..$b,!,-../0.',!bM*+!*b$!SM*)+!,S/%,!/%P!,-../0.',!bM*+!%$%'T!

!
(18) 
!
!
!
!
/!
0!
!
!
!
(19) _EFBAVL_X!GBE7A!Y"k#Z! &!!!!!!'!!!!!!(!

! ! ,!!!!!!!!!!!!!,!
! ! %@>I8!AB>7! ,!!!!!!,!!!!!!,!
I89D7T! )! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
! ! *=>@GU!8H8?@C! 5V!!!!!4V!!!!!1!

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS!SSSSSS!SSSSSS!SSS!
Y/Z! 23XC_D4E3F!LDEF3WC3A! !?6!!!!!!,WX!!!!!?>?!

! ! !?6!!!!!!!!!!,WX!?>?!
! ! *&&&&&&'&&&+!
! ! !!!5V!!!!4V!!
! !
!
!
!

Y0Z!^!eab!^!M,!P'.M%a'P!&($9!FpT!L,!
! /!(',8.*1!^!eab!^!,+M&*,!*$!*+'!(M6+*!
! /%P!Fp!M,!('/.MK'P!$%!*+'!&M%/.!
! S$(*M$%!$&!$&!^%/^ T !Y#$9S/('!
! bM*+!,*/%K/!Yc/OZ!M%!*+'!7('%)+!,$%6TZ!
! E&!^!eab!^!,+M&*'P!*$!*+'!.'&*1!^%M%^ !b$8.P!/.,$!+/Q'!*$!,+M&*!*$!*+'!.'&*!,$!/,!*$!/)*!/,!/!)/((M'(!&$(!FpT

#.'9'%*,1!FT!3T1!"=@lJ!\#$9S'%,/*$(-!.'%6*+'%M%6!/%P!)$%,$%/%*!6'9M%/*M$%!M%!D8F/%P/O1!M%!DT!V'*K'.,!/%P!CT!
G'K'(1!'P,T1!Studies in Compensatory Lengthening1!c;<;;T!X$(P(')+*J!7$(M,T!

X'..1!7T1!/%P!:$+%!B/..'1!M%!S(',,J!\#$9S/(M%6!98,M)/.!*'e*,'**M%6!M%!7('%)+!/%P!M%!C%6.M,+!,$%6,O1!M%!:T<DT!L($8M!/%P!
LT!L(.'$1!'P,T1!Towards a Typology of Poetic FormsT!L9,*'(P/9J!C.,'QM'(T!

X'..1!7T!/%P!WT!C.9'P./$8M1!>??>J!Syllable structure in Tashlhiyt Berber and in Moroccan ArabicT!X$(P(')+*J!
q.8b'(T!

X'..1!7T!/%P!WT!C.9'P./$8M1!M%!S(',,J!Poetic meter and musical form in Tashlhiyt Berber songs!YbM*+!'%).$,'P!#XZT!
#$.$6%'J!_rPM6'(!qsSS'T!

B/..1!3T1!>??lJ!\#($,,<.M%68M,*M)!S/**'(%,!$&!Q$b'.!M%*(8,M$%O1!Phonology!>c1!c@;<d>=T!
:/)$01!:T1!"=llJ!\G$9'!&'/*8(',!$&!q+9'(!Q'(,M&M)/*M$%O1!M%!#T!CT!I/K'..1!:T!#T!#/*&$(P1!WT!LT!qT!B/..MP/-!/%P!_T!BT!

_$0M%,1!'P,T1!In Memory of J. R. Firth1!>>;<>d"T!D$%P$%J!D$%69/%T!
:$8/P1!BT1!"=@cJ!Les éléments de la versification en berbère marocain tamazight et tachelhitT!X$)*$(/*!P'!A($M,Mt9'!

#-).'1!2%MQ'(,M*R!5/(M,!cT!
:$8/P1!BT1!"==kJ!Le calcul inconscient de l’improvisationT!5/(M,!/%P!D$8Q/M%J!5''*'(,T!
D'(P/+.1!7T1!/%P!_T!:/)a'%P$&&1!"=@cJ!A Generative Theory of Tonal MusicT!#/90(MP6'1!W/,,TJ!WEA!5(',,T!
_MP$8/%'1!_T1!>??cJ!Suites de consonnes en berbère: phonétique et phonologieT!X$)*$(/.!PM,,'(*/*M$%1!2%MQ'(,M*R!

5/(M,!cT!
_MP$8/%'1!_T1!M%!S(',,J!\`$M)'.',,1!Q$b'.<.',,!,-../0.',!M%!A/,+.+M-*!I'(0'(J!S+$%'*M)!/%P!S+$%$.$6M)/.!'QMP'%)'O1!

PhonologyT!


